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Jerry delivered a detailed account of his observations, with remarkable illustrations and sound records.

At the start he played a recording of the song of a sound frequently heard locally, which is in fact the tawny frog-mouthed owl.  The real Boobook owl sound is quite different, as he next played.  The tawny frog-mouthed owl is not an owl, it has a curved mouth with less strength and its talons are comparatively weak.

He now listed the characteristics of an owl, which are


Wide, forward facing eyes


Strong talons


Good foot/mouth coordination, able to lift objects to the mouth,

and oddly, owls don't build nests.

These are a remarkable evolution, which adapts them for nocturnal hunting. The adaptations are found in both the Southern Boobook owl and the Powerful owl.  Ornithological research in neighbouring Pacific lands has identified a closely similar owl on Sumba Island, which has been named the Sumba owl.  Australian owls differ from European and North American owls, which are smaller, with smaller eyes, and curiously asymmetric ears.

He next described how owls differ from other birds of prey, such as Peregrine Falcons and Eagles, which have less foot/mouth coordination and build nests.

The prey of Southern Boobook owls varies; in order of preference they like.


Invertebrates, particularly spiders


Small mammals: mouse, rat, bat

They also prey on birds such as Common Mynah and Eastern Rosella.  That giant, the Powerful Owl, one of which took refuge in the Botanical Gardens, hunts larger mammals, including possums.

What are the living habits of Boobook owls?  They are primarily nocturnal and sleep during the day. They depend on tree hollows for shelter and breeding.  Boobooks guard their offspring, the fledglings, for 3 months, and then abandon them.

From a lengthy study of the Boobook owl locally, Jerry showed maps of their territory, and how each is guarded. Five areas were shown, in or adjacent to O'Connor Ridge.  Owls have been captured and tagged, and observations have found that they always keep to their territory.  The boundaries are defined by calling, opposing males call continually, which is called "duelling".  Duelling males gradually approach the territorial boundary which may be up to 600 m from their dwelling, but they never cross it.  Fledglings however disregard boundaries with impunity. The parents may lose the fledglings rather than trespass the neighbouring territory.
At the conclusion of the talk Jerry showed remarkable pictures of encounters with brushtail possums.  In one, a possum with its young on its back climbed a tree in search of owl eggs. It was driven off by the defending Boobook parent.  In another encounter the possum knocked the boobook fledgling from the tree.  It was stunned and Jerry nursed it to later recovery.  In another encounter a tagged owl vanished, but was found later several kilometres away.

The talk concluded at 8:30, the audience showed its appreciation and asked many questions

