Swift Parrot/Regent Honeyeater Survey 2009

An invitation for volunteers to get involved from the National Recovery Coordinators 

The season is upon us again whereby Swifties have returned to the mainland from Tasmania (and have already been recorded at several locations) and Regents are expected to show their faces any time soon (we hope!).  This year the survey weekends are May 16-17 and August 1-2, however we seek records of these species at any other time too.  The average number of survey forms received each year is 2,020 – this is a significant volunteer contribution and these recovery programs rely heavily on your ongoing participation.  However, we’re keen to get more than that this year.  If you are keen to participate in these survey weekends or additional searches at other times, please get in touch (details below).

Attached is the official survey form.  We require the form to be completed whether you see Swift Parrots or Regent Honeyeaters or not.  Obviously, we need to know about every sighting of these species, but it is also very important to know where people have surveyed and not encountered these birds.  Please note that there are a couple of subtle changes to the form – on the reverse side of the sheet the bird species have been ‘delisted’ to allow for you to write in all the woodland bird species you encounter on your survey.  This requires minimal effort but will maximise output in relation to other bird species distributions.  The other change is the address to which the completed forms are to be sent. 

Again, we thank you for your ongoing support and contributions, and look forward to reporting the first of this seasons results to you once they are collated.

For further information or if you have any questions please contact Chris Tzaros (c.tzaros@birdsaustralia.com.au) or Dean Ingwersen (d.ingwersen@birdsaustralia.com.au) or via phone on (03) 9347 0757.  Feel free to visit our project website, a work in progress, at www.birdsaustralia.com.au/wbc.

Finally, we also have freecall numbers to report sightings - 1800 66 57 66 (for Swift Parrot sightings) and 1800 62 10 56 (for Regent Honeyeater sightings).
More information on swift parrots:

http://www.threatenedspecies.environment.nsw.gov.au/tsprofile/profile.aspx?id=10455
