3 March 2013
Waltraud Pix
Friends of Mt Majura (FoMM)
 

To:

Simon Corbell, Minister for the Environment and Sustainable Development
Shane Rattenbury, Minister for Territory and Municipal Services
Inquiry about cat containment at The Fair, North Watson
The ACT Government declared The Fair, North Watson a cat containment area under the Domestic Animals Act 2000 (Act) to protect native fauna in the Mt Majura nature reserve that abuts The Fair. Cats must be confined to premises for 24 hours a day; the owner of a cat is in breach of the Act if the cat is found outside the premises.

Today I observed a cat jumping over The Fair perimeter fence into the Mt Majura nature reserve. The cat ambushed foraging small woodland birds (Thornbills, Grey Fantails) from the cover of a Native Cherry tree. When I approached the tree, the cat ran back, jumped over the fence, crossed Tay Street and jumped over a wooden fence at 11 Tay Street. It appeared to me that the cat was familiar with the locality and most likely lives somewhere at The Fair, perhaps at 11 Tay Street.
The grassy woodland of the Mt Majura north-west slope has a diversity of little woodland birds, which disappeared from the grassy woodlands close to Hackett and Ainslie. Cats hunting in the woodland abutting The Fair are a serious threat and will have a devastating impact on the birds.
I would appreciate your response to my following questions.
1. Is the government aware of breaches of the Act at The Fair?
2. How is the cat containment enforced at The Fair?
3. Who is responsible for the enforcement?
4. To my knowledge about half of The Fair premises are investments and rented probably with high turn-over of tenants. Are tenants made aware of their obligations under the Act?

5. Is the government considering alternative measures to protect the woodland birds at the north-west slope of Mt Majura?

Thank you.

Best wishes,
Waltraud

Cc

The Fair Committee;
Daniel Iglesias, PCS

