A walk, talk and tea on Mount Majura to celebrate World Environment Day 
This was the fourth consecutive World Environment Day organised by Friends of Mt Majura (FoMM) to celebrate the unique natural heritage of the nature reserve and to share the achievements of four and a half years of continuous work and care.  Over ninety people - many for the first time - assembled on Sunday the 8 June for a gentle walk, for talks and afternoon tea.

On our walk we frequently stopped while our most well informed leader Waltraud Pix answered questions about the ecology of the woodlands, the native plants and the weeds we saw along the way.  We learned that the pink coloured grasses scattered in the bush are Serrated Tussock, a noxious, unpalatable and extremely robust weed typically associated with disturbed soils. The colour results from a dye mixed with a chemical that FoMM uses to spray the weed. 
At the Majura dams we learned that compacted soil and overgrazing have slowed down efforts to revegetate this popular site. End of 2005 rocks and logs were placed to provide habitat and a large number of native wetland and dry-land plants were planted.  Then came the drought and many seedlings were lost in the compacted ground.  On the slope above the dam a large area is now covered by coir erosion matting. The ground of this previously badly compacted and eroded site was loosened with garden forks and mattocks, directly seeded with native grasses and daisies and then covered with the matting which was fixed with steel pegs. The method worked well, as Waltraud explained, however abundant rabbits and kangaroos found the young grasses that emerged above the mesh of the coir matting irresistible.  Lately FoMM planted Silver Wattle, Apple Box and Yellow Box, all equipped with protective guards; native Box Thorn and Cassinia will be added in future. All seedlings have been propagated from locally collected seeds. Hopefully the plants will establish in the prepared ground and help to reduce erosion. 
We saw islands floating on the water and Len Crossfield told as about their construction and the idea behind it. He and Noel Birchall have used simple technology of PVC piping sealed at each end, timber for rigidity and mosquito mesh to hold soil and plants to create an additional habitat for wildlife that is protected from grazing. They had a hilarious time in inflatable dinghies to place the islands and intend to continue experimenting with the establishment of plants in this difficult environment.  Len has a special ambition: he hopes one day the Little Grebe that forages water bugs at the dams from time to time will accept the islands as nesting sites. 
We crossed the Casuarina Trail and walked along a footpath through marvellous woodland to a cleared area opposite the horse paddocks. Here Waltraud welcomed us to “Rabbit Country” and we explored the impact of overgrazing on the grassy woodland. We saw areas of bare ground that invite weeds and that are prone to erosion. The eucalypt seedlings planted during the past two years in this area are growing well despite the drought. New mesh guards constructed by George Duckworth protect the saplings from frequent damage by kangaroos. 
The drain line close to the reservoir was our final destination. Ranger Stuart Jeffries welcomed us for a well earned cup of tea and generously donated cakes. This also was the special place discovered by Swift Parrots in the past years. In 2008 up to 25 of the endangered parrots were foraging on lerp (the sugary protective cover shields of leaf sucking insects) of nearby tall Yellow Box.  In a talk that concluded our celebration of World Environment Day local naturalist and author Ian Fraser reminded us that most of the once wide spread grassy woodlands together with their inhabitants have been lost to urban development and to agriculture. It will depend on our care whether future generations can glimpse swiftly flying parrots in the canopy of Mount Majura’s remnant woodlands. 
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