Friends of Mount Majura (FoMM) Report for January to July 2008
FoMM’s “Hilltop to Backfence” lecture series aim to increase public awareness of Mt Majura’s environment and local conservation issues. There were six in the first half of 2008. Ajay Narendra spoke about the complex lives and navigation skills of ants and led a fascinated crowd along the mountain slope. Linda Rayor described the extraordinary family life of huntsmen spiders.  Bill Handke’s presentation on Indian Myna birds animated local residents to take part in the control of this serious pest species. Don Fletcher outlined the latest research on the Eastern Grey Kangaroo which was an eye opener on a contentious issue for many. Ian Fraser reminded a large audience at FoMM’s World Environment Day celebration that our remnant woodlands require a lot of care. Dean Rouse entertained the audience with the outrageous strategies that orchids employ to trick insects into pollination. A program of the lectures and reports are available on www.majura.org.

Canberra’s bird watchers were attracted to Mt Majura for a glimpse of one of Australia’s most endangered parrot species, the exquisite green and red Swift Parrot. Small numbers were first recorded this year in March and until the beginning of May flocks of up to 30 parrots have been observed weaving through the canopy of tall woodland eucalypts around the Hackett reservoir. Back in 2005 a record number of up to 70 swift parrots visited the same area for about six weeks to feed on eucalypt nectar and lerp. This year’s return and long stay affirms the importance of Mount Majura reserve for the survival of this endangered parrot. In a talk arranged by FoMM the National Swift Parrot Recovery Coordinator Belinda Crooke showed a documentary with footage of swift parrots recorded on Mt Majura.
FoMM successfully lobbied the ACT Government to budget for the repair of the popular Casuarina walking track and for the control of an exploding rabbit population on Mt Majura and Mt Ainslie. We lodged submissions in regard to a proposed change of land use and associated dense residential development at the northwest corner of Mt Majura, which we believe will have a detrimental impact on the conservation values of the Nature Park. We are currently working to reverse a Government decision that changed the land use of an area with high habitat value from ‘nature reserve’ into ‘special purpose reserve’ for horse grazing. The change took effect in 2002 based on advice that the area contains limited tree habitat and pasture suitable for grazing. Both statements are obviously and clearly incorrect. We think the 2002 change of land use was a mistake.
ACTEW officer Stephen Mudford walked with FoMM members along the power line easement to inspect the impact of past maintenance work and to discuss how it can be carried out in a more environmentally sound way. We pointed out that previous broad acre treatment not only resulted in serious damage of ground cover, weed growth and erosion but was also not efficient in terms of cost and target plant treatment. We look forward to solving this ongoing problem.
There were six working bees for erosion control, planting of native trees, shrubs and ground cover and removing weeds at different sites on the mountain and group members continued working in their own time on various projects. For the first time since we started work at a 5 ha sheep camp on the Mt Majura ridge in 2004 more native plants then weeds have germinated. Directed seeded grasses however have little chance to establish under the current grazing pressure whereas forbs such as New Holland Daisies grow and seed well. Work to control erosion at the lower Majura dam continued and a large previously badly compacted and eroded area uphill of the dam is now covered with coir erosion matting. We loosened the soil, spread seeds of native grasses and daisies and placed the matting on top. We found that loosening the compacted ground is crucial for the seeds to germinate and young plants to establish.
We owe a great deal to our PCL rangers, who are always supportive, to the Molonglo Catchment Group coordinator Zoe Wood, to our hardworking community program officer Samantha Ning. Many thanks!
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