
SECOND COMMENT ON CENTENARY TRAIL BY MT AINSLIE WEEDERS PARKCARE GROUP

Following a recent on-site meeting with representatives from TAMS and CBRE, and the ground truthing consultant, Mt Ainslie Weeders is making a further comment with regard to the Centenary Trail (CT).

The Mt Ainslie section of the CT contains a large amount of proposed new track, already detailed in our previous comment. One stretch, currently little used, would pass through well-preserved Red Stringybark - Scribbly Gum Tableland Woodland and Red-anther Wallaby Grass (Joycea pallida) understorey, which is the only intact representation of this ecological community in the Mts Ainslie/Majura nature reserves. The existing summit track from behind the War Memorial is suitable only for walkers and so a separate bike track is required. We understand that it is desirable to keep the gradient of the CT at around 6%. However, we do not feel that this justifies ignoring conservation priorities as set out in the Canberra Nature Park Management Plan by building extensive sections of new track . If the planners are dead set on the CT going to the Mt Ainslie summit, then surely some steeper sections are unavoidable. In any case, there are a host of existing tracks all over the mountain which could be used to prevent the fragmentation, erosion damage and weed incursion that would certainly occur with the construction of new track and would preserve one of the few minimally impacted areas of this nature reserve.

The other section of proposed new track contains a large stand of Casuarinas, an important food source for the Glossy Black Cockatoo. The justification for this section is also that the gradient down the east side of Mt Ainslie to the existing KVA East Rd is too steep for bikes. What goes up must come down and, once again, we believe that conservation considerations should take precedence over cyclists or at least that a compromise be worked out.

As a result of the on-site meeting, we felt that the attitude of the TAMS representatives bordered on a disregard for, and perhaps ignorance of, the conservation values of Canberra Nature Park.
We are not confident that these values are being adequately addressed in the planning of the CT. For example, we were told that it was better to put new track through a small section of valuable endangered woodland rather than use existing tracks on its boundary because it would be more educational for the users. There was also a comment that it would not be desirable for users to walk/cycle on a stretch of existing track bordered by power lines (this in a peri-urban area just a few kilometres from the city centre), implying that it was justified to build new track to avoid this.

Canberra is unique in having so much bush at its doorstep. Most of this bush is already heavily used both for services/infrastructure and for recreation, especially on Mt Ainslie. If we are going to introduce yet another reason for more people to use the bush, then it must be done in a way that minimizes any more destruction of the fragile environment. We believe the majority of users would still have a wonderful experience on the CT walking or cycling on existing tracks knowing that the Canberra community values and protects its bush heritage.
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