Asparagus officinalis

Family: Asparagaceae

Form: Herb

Origin: Native of Europe, central to western Asian and northern Africa, although the original native range is now obscure due to cultivation.

Flowers: Whitish green, 1 or 2 (rarely to 4) in axils. Flowers spring and summer.

Description: Perennial herb to 1.5 m high. Leaf-like cladodes 5–30 mm long, 0.5–1 mm wide. Berries red, globe-shaped, 5–10 mm wide, with 1–9 seed. Seeds ripening black, about 3 mm wide.

Distinguishing features: Distinguished by erect habit; branching cylindrical fleshy roots; annual aerial parts; cladodes feathery, in groups of 2–8 in axils of scale-like membranous leaves; flowers unisexual with male and female flowers on different plants; berries maturing red.

Dispersal: Spread by bird-dispersed seed.
Notes: Asparagus is widely cultivated for its edible green shoots (spears). It dies back to ground level in winter, and produces a succession of shoots through late spring and early summer. Asparagus is widely naturalised in temperate parts of Australia and may become a weed in some places.
Source: http://www.weeds.org.au/cgi-bin/weedident.cgi?tpl=plant.tpl&state=&s=&ibra=all&card=H83
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Fruiting plant (left) and botanical illustration of Asparagus (from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asparagus)
