A big Thank You to all volunteers for a terrific National Tree Day
Between two and three hundred enthusiastic volunteers turned out for National Tree Day 2013 to plant, water and mulch 400 local trees, shrubs and ground cover plants. This spectacular effort built on last year's tree day planting on the north-west slope of Mt Majura. Mass plantings like these are vital for improving degraded grassy box-gum woodland, an important habitat for local native plants and animals.
I’d like to take this opportunity to give special thanks to:
Shane Rattenbury, Minister for TAMS for brilliantly assisting at the "How to plant" demonstration;
Parks and Conservation Service staff Jasmine, Luke and Andrew for crucial support with tools and watering;
Planting buddies Lynne, Joanne, Tom, Lachlan, Louisa, Jenni, Chris and Trudy who were there when needed, ensuring everything worked smoothly;
Majura Mountain Scouts for running a professional barbecue;
Noel, Gillian and Keith for taking care of the water crystals;
Dorothy for help with volunteer registration and baking muffins;
Haydn, Adam and Ian from Greening Australia and FoMM volunteer Peter - heaps of thanks for preparing the planting holes;
Richard for carting water drums and establishing watering stations prior to the event;
My neighbours for the newspapers, which will keep weeds suppressed around the seedlings;
Michael, Steve and Louisa for taking photographs and for sharing them on Flickr;
Louisa for the report;
Greening Australia and nursery manager Ben for raising the seedlings;  
Village Building Company and North Canberra Community Council for the financial support that made things happen;
And last but not least: a very special thank you to National Tree Day co-coordinator Rebecca and the Conservation Council crew for the excellent promotion and engaging the community in a fun way which has lifted our annual community planting event on Mount Majura to a whole new level.
Thank you all for a job well done!
Waltraud
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