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Dear Dr Zeil 
 
Thank you for your correspondence of 12 September 2025 about the callery pear Pyrus calleryana. 
 
Please allow me to acknowledge the important work of the Friends of Mount Majura (FoMM) to monitor 
and manage invasive species in our reserves. FoMM’s observations and documentation of callery pear 
presence are invaluable contributions to our understanding of this potential issue.  
 
As you are aware, Canberra’s urban forest consists of a diverse combination of evergreen and deciduous 
trees, selected to support ecological health, amenity, and resilience to pests, disease, and climate 
change. The diversity of species is a key factor in planting decisions across the ACT. I am advised that the 
City and Environment Directorate (CED) is working to better understand the biosecurity risks and develop 
a holistic management approach that carefully considers the risks and benefits of plant species of 
concern in the ACT. 
 
I note your correspondence with the Conservator of Flora and Fauna and the subsequent agreement for 
this issue to be formally reviewed by the Invasive Plants team within the ACT Parks and Conservation 
Service (PCS). PCS are working to gather further data on the distribution and genetic diversity of callery 
pear in the ACT. This work will help inform future management decisions and ensure that any response is 
evidence-based and proportionate.  
 
The ACT Government remains committed to maintaining consistent and resilient streetscape plantings, 
particularly in areas where increased canopy cover is needed to mitigate urban heat island effects. 
Designated street tree species, including Pyrus cultivars, are selected for their tolerance to poor soils and 
dry conditions, and to complement Canberra’s unique urban character. 
 
I encourage FoMM and other community groups to continue removing invasive plants from reserves 
where it is safe and appropriate to do so. As you are aware however, under the Urban Forest Act 2023 it 
is an offence to remove trees from public land without prior approval. This includes trees on street verges 
and other urban public spaces. Any proposed removals should be discussed with the relevant ACT 
Government teams to ensure compliance with the legislation.  
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Please note that the Municipal Infrastructure Standard (MIS) 25 outlines suitable plant species for urban 
landscape projects on unleased territory land in the ACT. Trees are included based on their suitability to 
Canberra’s soils and climate, performance in urban environments, ecological value, invasive potential, 
and nursery availability. MIS 25 also provides guidance on appropriate planting locations and conditions, 
including advice on environments where certain species should not be planted. The City and Environment 
Directorate regularly monitors the performance of listed species and is planning a formal review of the 
plant species list as part of the current MIS update. Community groups such as FoMM will be key 
stakeholders in this process. 
 
In consideration of the above I do not propose that Callery Pear be listed as prohibited or notifiable 
under the Biosecurity Act 2023. A recent risk assessment produced for the City and Environment 
Directorate assessed multiple criteria and returned a moderate risk rating for the species. The species will 
be considered as part of the upcoming review of MIS25 and will be further discussed with stakeholders, 
including community groups such as FoMM. 
 
Please note that the ACT Government is an active participant in the national Threat Abatement Plan (TAP) 
process for escaped garden plants, led by the Australian Government. We are committed to working 
collaboratively with other jurisdictions to address the risks posed by ornamental species, including callery 
pear. 
 
I appreciate your proactive engagement and your ongoing efforts to protect the ACT’s natural 
environment. I trust this information is helpful, and I have provided a copy of this letter to Ms Caitlin 
Tough MLA. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suzanne Orr MLA 
Minister for Climate Change, Environment, Energy and Water  


