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Dear Volunteers and Members

Callery Pear (Pyrus calleryana)

| am writing to formalise the advice that | provided at the former Biodiversity Conservation
Forum (BCF) meeting on 19 November 2025 that Callery pear (Pyrus calleryana) appears
unlikely to pose a threat to the ACT’s environment that requires regulatory or administrative
action under the Biosecurity Act 2023 Municipal Infrastructure Standards (MIS) Part 25, Plant
Species for Urban Landscape Projects.

| appreciate the concerns about Callery pear being raised with me and the ACT Government
in a professional and fact-based manner. | sought advice from Government ecologists,
arborists and invasive species technical staff in forming my position.

| am aware that Callery pear has demonstrated invasive behaviour in some areas overseas.
However, | note that the conditions where this has occurred differs significantly to the ACT.
The naturalisation of Callery pear in the ACT appears limited, with seedlings mostly occurring
near planted parent trees in disturbed areas and along urban fringes. To date, no mature
trees have been identified within the ACT’s network of parks and reserves. Any seedings of
Callery pear are promptly removed by the ACT Parks and Conservation Service if detected.

A recent risk assessment has rated the species as moderate.

| also note that Callery pear is an attract street tree that is resilient to the effects of climate
change. | conclude that there is greater benefit that risk in allowing Callery pear to continue
to grow in appropriate locations in the ACT.

The Government will continue to undertake surveillance and monitoring to better
understand the species’ behaviour and distribution. This work includes mapping and genetic
assessment, where possible. Callery pear will also be considered in the ongoing review of the
MIS25, which guides plant selection for urban landscapes. Community groups will be
engaged throughout this process to ensure transparency and shared decision making.

The ACT Government remains committed to maintaining a resilient and diverse urban forest
that supports environmental values and community wellbeing. Should the risk level of
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Callery pear change, | will consider a review of this matter that seeks to balance ecological
risk with the broader environmental and landscape values provided by established trees.

| invite members to raise any ongoing concerns about plant species in the ACT to the Nature
Conservation Forum for discussion.

Yours sincerely

Bren Burkevics
Conservator of Flora and Fauna
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